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While Tcheran buzzed with Lincoln's ex-
ploits, Ambassador Wiley blandly shrugged
off questions. Mcanwhile Russian code teamg
were cracking message after message frony:
Wiley to the then Major in a dozen frontied

The man scemed to be everywhere. On
Iranian reporter phoned his paper tha1
Lincoln had landed at Tabriz in the U.S] - -
military attaché’s plane. Another Teheran
daily learned that Lincdln had gone to Da
mascus to woo the shapely sister of Syrian

dictator Shishckly.

Various things may be on the agenda when President
Eisenhower next meets I'remier Khrushchev — but
‘one item certain not to be discussed is Yankee super-
spy Robert T, Lincoln. .
Master marksman, ace pilot, code-buster, linguist
and ladies’ man, Lincoln first hit Asian headlines in
1948, It was then that Radio Moscow revealed he was
being transferred from Turkey to Iran to work with
the new American ambassador, John C. Wiley.
Soon the Soviet airwaves hummied with reports of
. Lincoln’s buld ‘anti-Russian campaign among the
Kurdish tribes along Iran's sensitive northern frontier.
This was serious: Iran was fighting for her life against
Red infiltration and subversion. Pitted against an
army of Comnunists was the small band led by Robcrt
Ihr(u l\m n Lincoln.
PFEE P was tabbed as a former rum-
runner with piercing grav eves and the manner of a
Southern gentleman. It was rumored that he'd been
burn in Slippery Rock, Ark., on October 10, 1909,
starred 1o foothall-at the local State Teachers” College.
Fxact information was Licking —- until a  senior
official of the U.S. Embassy “accidentally” lost a brief
case filled with Top Secret documents. Within a few
davs,, aventy of Russian, Iranian and British intelli-
acnce knew that the repeal of Prohibition had turned
LincolsYin 1933 from rum-rmn.uy (v a career as a
na the back deor, 1o

confidence man —-and then,
caunter: shionage. '

Sotviet pursiters Houn

—teredriiy ke

Lincoln’s romantic activities led to compli- .
cations when it was learned that he had a
wife in Springhcld, Mass., two Kurdish
sigehs and an. cxotically beautibul friend
named Vagda Obolensky Brown. ‘The latter,
the White Ruwhn widow of an American
was whispered to be bah couricr

sairman,

and confidante of the incredible Wifor.

Sovict frustratfon over laffaili Lincoln
wasn't cased by the arrival in hear of Maj.
Gen. William ). (“Wild Bill”}) .Donovan,
wartime chief of the Office of Samegic Serv-
1949, Dol\wan sent
Wiley the followi mg coded wire fmm North-

ices. On March 31,

Cern Tran:

“For publicity purposes, my nsll"‘l\ pleas-
ure; actually I am out to investigate “Racoln’s
activities. Reports of his excesses zn.[nw the
Kurdish women have reached the. Piusient,

. and while he's one of our best (qm“m‘.‘\e s

K0t to get on the beam morally.”
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Enter Admiral Wrnng ,,m

Apparently even spymastcr’qfload\\'an
couldn’t overtake the elusive Malit, “fae ve-
ports continued to pour in “abowt i Eijeediv's
political (and amatory) triump!f.'.‘s arrked

by Russia’s failure to quash one kithe’ l'h

operative,

take a stronger anti-Soviet pmllﬁ/i

"mid-1949, the Reds were furthyy u-_tzrui ed
by the reported arrival of mow/ 1428,
. ~— Col. Coleman B. Colc nf Mijay hlte”\\
genoe, Adm. Richard Wrighnt ™ eosg of Nz \\
Intelligence, Elmo C.. Rover utd Roy (Jwp.

the Iranjan governmed) | &4

‘andl, by

man Andreyev of Central Intelligence.

Purpose of this high-powered group was to
"back up Lincoln's cfforts — but some fric-
. tion- developed. By the time Supreme Court |

Justice William O. Douglas reached Iran im |-
1950, the Major was in a sfate of wrath oves

so heavily outrankcd and over the
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